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96-108

April 10, 1996

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
SENATOR SIMON TO SPEAK AT EIU
CHARLESTON -- U.S. Sen. Paul Simon (D-Makanda) will address the issue of
"Violence on Television and the Internet" in a public lecture from 9 to 10 a.m.
Monday, April 15, in the Roberson Auditorium in Lumpkin Hall 122 on the Eastern
Illinois University campus.
Simon's efforts to curb television violence have led to the first joint standards
on violence by the broadcast networks, the Parental Advisory System and new
independent monitoring programs launched by the broadcast and cable networks in
1994.
A question and answer period will follow his talk, which is sponsored by
Eastern's journalism department. Following his discussion, Simon will be inducted as
an honorary member of Pi Sigma Alpha national political science honor society at a
reception in his honor in the Lumpkin Hall atrium (faculty/staff lounge) .
Simon, who will be retiring from the Senate when his current term expires Jan .
3 , 1997, began his political career in 1954 when he was elected to the Illinois House
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and later to the Illinois Senate in 1962. He served as lieutenant governor from 1968
to 1972 and then left the political arena for a short time to start the Public Affairs
Reporting Program at the former Sangamon State University in Springfield and to
serve as a guest lecturer at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard
University.
He was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1974 and served
Illinois' 22nd and 24th Congressional Districts for 10 years before his election to the
U.S. Senate in 1984. In the 104th Congress, he serves on the Budget, Labor and
Human Resources, Judiciary and Indian Affairs committees.
Recently enacted major education and job training education authored by Simon
includes the National Literacy Act, the School-to-Work Opportunities Act, the Job
Training Partnership Act Amendments and a variety of provisions included in the Goals
2000 Act and the 1994 reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act. He advocated the new direct student loan program, enacted in 1991 as a pilot
program and in 1993 as a replacement for the guaranteed student loan program.
A former newspaper publisher, Simon continues to write his own newspaper

column, P.S./Washington. He also has written 15 books.
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